	YOLO COUNTY


	Name
	Elected
	Oath of Office
	CAA President
	Retired
	Deceased

	J.E. Braly
	1850
	
	
	
	

	Humphrey Griffith
	1851
	
	
	
	

	J.W. Myrick
	1852
	
	
	
	

	D.P. Diggs
	1853
	
	
	
	

	P.J. Hopper
	1854
	
	
	
	

	T.F.W. Price
	1854
	
	
	
	

	D.P. Diggs
	1854
	
	
	
	

	J.S. Cox
	1855
	
	
	
	

	J.A. McCauley
	1857
	
	
	
	

	J.G. Overshiner
	1861
	
	
	
	

	District Assessors by District
R. Parker (1)

J.P. Bullock (2)

A.J. Hall (3)

M.W. Wade (4)
	1863
	
	
	
	

	R. Parker (1)

J.P. Bullock (2)

A.J. Hall (3)

Robert Terrill (4)
	1865
	
	
	
	

	J. Renschler (1)

J.P. Bullock (2) 

E.K. Swain (3)

Robert Terrill (4)
	1867
	
	
	
	

	J.J. Ammons
	1869
	
	
	
	

	R.H. Beamer
	1873
	
	
	
	

	Ferd Schlieman
	1879
	
	
	
	

	R.M. Huston 
	1884
	
	
	
	

	W.D. Chamberlin
	1890
	
	
	
	

	J.K. Smith
	1898
	
	
	
	

	H.E. Harrison
	1902
	
	
	
	

	L. Beele Harrison
	1918
	
	
	
	

	Byron F. Hillhouse
	1920
	
	1926
	
	

	C. Carroll Stitt
	1946
	
	1958
	
	

	Marion F. Baker
	2/1960
	
	1974
	
	

	Malcom A. Nicholson
	11/7/1978
	1/8/1979
	
	
	

	Alan B. Flory
	6/3/1986
	1/5/1987
	
	1998
	

	Richard Fisher
	6/2/1998
	1/5/1999
	
	
	


Yolo County was created on February 18, 1850. This is one of the original twenty-seven counties of the State of California. AYolo@ is a corruption of an Indian tribal name AYo-loy@, meaning Aa place thick with rushes@. This tribe was a branch of the Suisunes, and inhabited the marshes immediately west of Rio de Jesus Maria (now known as the Sacramento River). *
The Office of Assessor was one of the original county offices established in 1850. From 1853 to 1855 the Assessor was also ex-officio County Superintendent of Schools. AThere is so little in common between appraising the value of taxable property and supervising the education of children that this combination of offices seems strange. Yet it must be remembered that during these years the educational system of the state was in a very embryonic stage, there were few schools to supervise, while on the other hand great amounts of school lands within the counties were yet unsold. No one was in a better position to know the location and status of the ownership of these lands than was the county assessor@. A large share of the assessor=s duties related to the administration of the school lands which included the sixteenth and thirty-sixth section in each township. By action of Congress, control of this land was given to the state. The money from the sale of school land was for educational and other purposes.

Until 1899 the Assessor was required to assist in registration of voters due to the fact that his work all around the county brought him in contact with a large portion of the population. AThis was an important consideration in the days when roads were few and poor.@
Before its abolition in 1914 the Assessor collected the Poll Tax, a tax levied by the state upon each able bodied man between the ages of 21 and 60 for the benefit of the State School Fund.

For a short period from 1863 until 1869, Assessors were elected by district. Thus, Yolo County, being divided into four districts, had four Assessors serving at the same time.

State legislation of 1852 failed to specify whether the Superintendent of Schools was to be an elected or appointed office. If the nine men who served as Yolo County=s Assessor/Superintendent between 1850 and 1855, four were appointed and five were elected. Since 1855 the office has been elective, and since 1871 the term has been four years.

The longest serving Assessor in Yolo County=s history was Mr. B.F. Hillhouse who held office for 26 years from 1920 to 1946.

Mr. J.P. Bullock served as Assessor from 1863 to 1869. AWhile Assessor he became quite prominent in local politics and in 1868 was elected by the Democracy to the office of Sheriff, then the most prominent, and also most lucrative office in the county@.

*
H.M. Moreno, Moreno=s Dictionary of Spanish-Named California Cities and Towns, 

(San Luis Obispo, CA, 1916)
