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Santa Cruz County was created on February 18, 1850.  This is one of the original twenty-seven counties of the State of California.  "Santa" is the Spanish feminine of "Saint" or "holy"; "Cruz" is the Spanish for "cross", and "Santa Cruz" signifies "holy cross", which was to the devout explorers of California what it was to the Crusaders.  Those who fell by the wayside had a rude cross erected over them to mark their last resting place.  If anything notable occurred in any of the expeditions, a cross was set up, and all that marked the site of the mission, which was founded by Padres Lopez and Salazar on September 25, 1791, was the memorial cross erected to mark this site.  From this the county derived its name.  *

In the original act, the county was given the name of Branciforte after the Spanish pueblo founded there in 1797. Less than two months later, the name was changed to Santa Cruz.  Established in 1791 and completed in 1794, the Santa Cruz Mission was destroyed by earthquake in 1857, but a smaller-scale replica was erected in 1931. ***
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