	SAN BENITO COUNTY


	Name
	Elected
	Oath of Office
	CAA President
	Retired
	Deceased

	Haydon Dowdy
	3/26/1874, 9/1/1875, 9/3/1879, 11/7/1882
	
	
	
	

	D.F.H. McPhail
	11/2/1886, 11/4/1890, 11/6/1894
	
	
	
	

	G.W. McConnell
	11/8/1898, 11/4/1902, 11/6/1906, 11/8/1910, 11/3/1914, 11/5/1918
	
	
	
	1921

	George W. Justice 
	6/6/1921 **, 11/7/1922, 11/2/1926
	
	
	
	

	M.C.  Donovan
	8/26/1930
	
	
	
	1930

	T.H. Donovan
	8/26/1931 **, 8/28/1934, 8/30/1938
	
	
	
	

	G.R. McConnell
	8/25/1942, 6/4/1946
	
	
	
	1950

	Adele McConnell
	6/1/1950 **
	
	
	
	

	Wright A. Lynn
	6/6/1950, 6/8/1954
	
	
	
	

	Joseph J. Rianda
	6/3/1958, 6/5/1962, 6/7/1966
	
	
	
	8/12/1967

	John R. Hodges
	9/1/1967 **
	
	
	6/2/1970
	

	Arnold R. Fontes
	9/1/1970 **, 6/4/1974, 6/6/1978, 6/8/1982, 6/3/1986, 6/5/1990,

1994, 1998
	9/1/1970
	1982
	
	


San Benito County was created on February 12, 1874.  Crespi, in his expedition in 1772, named a small river in honor of San Benedicto (Saint Benedict, "the Blessed"), the patron saint of the married, and it is from the contraction of the name of this beloved saint that this county took its name.  *
*
H.M. Moreno, Moreno=s Dictionary of Spanish-Named California Cities and Towns, 

(San Luis Obispo, CA, 1916)
** 
Appointed
